
29 March 2024

Copyright © 2024 Gas Strategies Group Ltd. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher.
If you would like to distribute this content please contact the Editorial team at Gas Strategies.



Contents

Can gas decarbonise? – Interview: Jonathan Stern, Oxford Institute for Energy
Studies
Publication date: 15 March 2017

Gas Strategies Group

10 Saint Bride Street
London UK
EC4A 4AD

ISSN: 0964-8496

T: +44(0) 20 7332 9900
W: www.gasstrategies.com
Twitter @GasStrategies

Editorials

+44(0) 20 7332 9957
editor@gasstrategies.com

Subscriptions

+44(0) 20 7332 9976
subscriptions@gasstrategies.com

tel:+4402073329900
http://www.gasstrategies.com
https://twitter.com/GasStrategies
https://www.gasstrategies.com/printpdf/61881
tel:+4402073329957
mailto:editor@gasstrategies.com
tel:+4402073329976
mailto:subscriptions@gasstrategies.com


Can gas decarbonise? – Interview:
Jonathan Stern, Oxford Institute for
Energy Studies
Gas is a clean, readily available and economically attractive fuel, which produces half the CO2
emissions of coal. It has a proven track record of helping reduce atmospheric pollution, and has a key 
role to play in the transition to a low-carbon future by partnering with intermittent renewables. That, at
least, is the way the gas industry would like the world to see things. But the message often presented by
the media – and the one that policy makers mostly hear – is that gas is a major contributor to CO2
emissions, and that its supposed carbon advantage over coal is to a large extent cancelled out by
methane leakage – a far more potent greenhouse gas than CO2. Moreover, the production of gas –
whether by fracking or conventional means – is environmentally damaging, gas pricing is volatile and
unpredictable, and gas is vulnerable to cut offs in supply for political reasons. Gas Matters spoke to
Professor Jonathan Stern of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies (OIES) and discussed how gas can
be presented in a light that will gain the support of policy makers. 
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