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Small-scale LNG — Part three: Are ISO
tanks a new standard?

The small-scale LNG sector has a set of goals and challenges that has become something of a mantra:
build aggregate demand in emerging economies, cut costs, simplify value chains and provide even the
smallest and most remote end-users access to LNG.

Engineering companies have responded by offering an array of small- and micro-scale liquefaction,
storage and regas technologies. Where companies differ is in their approach to hauling LNG from a
liquefaction plant or import terminal to customers that may be hundreds or thousands of miles down a
road, along a rail line, up a river or across the sea.

In recent years, a new consensus is forming in the LNG industry: a solution to the question of scale and
flexibility in delivery may lie in liquid gas ISO containers, which occupy the same space as the now
ubiquitous steel intermodal boxes that revolutionised the dry goods trade in the second half of the 20th
century.
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