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Ireland: a radical approach to power
Ireland’s transmission system operator, EirGrid, was recently appointed the leader of EU-SysFlex – a
consortium working to facilitate the integration of renewable energy into Europe’s power systems. And
with good reason. The Emerald Isle is in the throes of energy reforms that will see it become a world
leader in the integration of renewables into an isolated electricity grid. Natural gas, which in 2016
supplied half of Ireland’s electricity, will continue to play a crucial supporting role for the foreseeable
future – especially as coal, peat and other fossil fuels that provide synchronous and dispatchable
generation capacity are due to be phased out. Gas Matters looks at the energy reforms under way and
asks: what lessons can other countries learn from Ireland’s experience?
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